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GRAND KNIGHT’S 

REPORT 

 

  

My Brother’s All, 

  Happy Thanksgiving! This is such a 

busy time of the year with the holidays, but 

it is also a good time of the year to stop and 

thank God for all your blessings. I know this 

year has been tough for everyone, but I 

know that I have much to be thankful for 

this year. I am thankful for a new life that 

was given to me over the summer that gave 

me the opportunity to begin to enjoy things 

once again. I am thankful for the prayers of 

my brother knights that were answered by 

God and have helped in my recovery. And I 

am thankful for this council that despite 

being shutdown during COVID, we still got 

things done and never lost too much of our 

momentum.  

  Speaking of being grateful for 

prayers, so very grateful for the prayers and 

support that went out to Brother Peter 

Visconti following his horrific accident early 

last month. For those who don’t know, 

Brother Visconti was involved in a very 

serious accident on Rt. 80 early in October. 

It took EMTs and first responders several 

minutes to rescue Pete and transport him to 

Hackensack Hospital. Pete was in ICU for 

several days but through the power of 

prayer, within two weeks of that accident, 

Pete is back home, and he has even been in 

attendance at our General Council Meetings! 

Again, something to be thankful for.  

  On October 11, PGK Brian Cronin 

ran a very successful Oktoberfest event at 

the council in our back parking lot. About 

40 people showed up and a great time was 

had by all. Some pictures from the event will 

be in the newsletter in the “Get The Picture’ 

section. It was also during this event that 

some of the wives, and daughters, of 

members of our council showed interest in 

forming a Columbiettes (female version of 

what we do). They are very serious about 

getting this up and running in 2021 as they 

have already gone and received all the 

paperwork they need to fill out and I 

understand, they even have their council 
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officers already selected. We wish them the 

best of luck.  

  Looking ahead, December is always 

our busiest time of the year but it is also the 

time of the year where we shine as Knights 

of Columbus and show the community who 

we are and what we do. PGK Bill Courtney 

will once again be running a coat and toy 

drive that will end just in time for Christmas 

as well as a COIVID modified version of the 

annual feeding of the less fortunate. PGK 

Pat Ferrara will once again be hosting the 

“Light Up For Christ” event. PGK Brian 

Cronin has volunteered to step in for PGK 

Jon Kennedy to run the “Keep Christ in 

Christmas” yard sign and magnet sale. 

Brothers Ken Bransfield and Rob Heyrich are 

co-chairing our annual “Adopt A Christmas 

Family” event and our Deputy Grand Knight 

Vince Sicari will be hosting a modified, 

COVID safe “Council Christmas Party”. More 

details on all these upcoming Christmas 

events will be in the newsletter.  

  So, a busy time but a great time to 

be a Knight of Columbus and a member of 

Council 2842. Again, on behalf of myself, my 

family and all the officers of the council, I 

wish all my brothers and their families a very 

happy and blessed Thanksgiving.  

Vivat Jesus! 

Gerard Sorrentino 

Grand Knight  

 

 

 

DEPUTY GRAND 

KNIGHT’S MESSAGE 

 
My Brothers All, 

 Happy Thanksgiving! Can you 

believe that we are already just about 

finished with the year, and what a year it 

has been. But as much as it has been a 

difficult year for so many, we must look at 

everything and say we are still blessed, and 

we are still grateful. This year did not start 

out great for me as many of you know, but 

I let go and I let God and I put my trust in 

Him and in doing so things changed. I 

learned more in this past year than in any 

other year that we are not in control of our 

lives or our destiny. We are simply a little 

clam shell riding a big wave. We just have 

to ride it out and go with the flow, God will 

NEVER let us down! 

 I would like to thank all the 

brothers and their families who donated to 

our “Breast Cancer Awareness Month” 

GoFundMe. At the time of this writing we 

are just $40 short of our $1,000 goal! I will 

have a complete report in the December 

council newsletter. 

 As I suppose I am the “unofficial” 

temporary head usher at Sacred Heart 

Church I would like to once again ask for 

the help and assistance of my fellow 

brothers who are available to assist with 
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weekend mass. For the most part we do 

have it controlled and managed but we 

could always use the extra hand, especially 

during Christmas. Father has already said 

that there might be an online registration 

that will be used for Christmas Eve and 

Christmas Day mass. Since the attendance 

for these masses are expected to be quite 

large and since I will not be requiring my 

current ushers, some of whom already do 

two masses per weekend, to do 2 masses 

during Christmas, I am in desperate need 

of more volunteers. It’s very easy, Nelson 

or I will instruct you on what to do. We will 

also be in need of brothers to volunteer a 

Saturday morning to help decorate Sacred 

Heart Church for Christmas however no 

date has been announced yet and 

information will be passed along once it is 

available.  Again, we are the Knights of 

Columbus of Sacred Heart.  

 Now, as much as I work, I also like 

to have a good time and that is what part 

of the Christmas season should be about, 

getting together with friends and family 

and enjoying the season. Keeping that in 

mind, and also keeping in mind the unique 

situation we find ourselves in this year, I 

will once again be hosting our annual 

Council Christmas Party tentatively 

scheduled for Saturday December 19 at 

7pm in the Upper Hall. Now, this is not set 

in stone, its more so written in snow. As we 

have come to learn in 2020, things change 

on the fly and things can literally be 

canceled 24hrs before go time. But right 

now, with this tentative date and location, 

safety of all those who will be attending 

will be of the utmost priority, that I can 

assure.  

 You will hear it said several times 

from now until Christmas day that this is 

our busiest time of the year but it also the 

most rewarding. This is also the time of the 

year that with so much going on at the 

council we expect to see more involvement 

from our members. Literally five or six 

different activities going that all need 

some sort of team effort and can not be 

done by an individual. If you are thinking 

“well we have 200 plus members, they 

don’t need my help” don’t think that way. 

We will never turn away a helping hand as 

again there is something that each and 

everyone of you can do.  

Vivat Jesus! 

Vince Sicari 

Deputy Grand Knight 

 
WHEN: Friday December 11, 2020 at 7pm 

WHERE: Out front of our council.  

 

We will hear a Gospel passage, sing some 

Christmas songs light the Advent wreath 

as well as our council Christmas tree and 

the outside of the council, in preparation 

for Christmas. There will be hot chocolate 

and a fire. It’s a nice way for the entire 

family to gather to prepare for the arrival 

of Jesus on Christmas day.  

 

PGK Pat Ferrara 
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This Year We’re All Taking Precaution, 

Even Santa! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come All Ye Faithful! 
In keeping with our annual council tradition and keeping in mind current events,  

DGK Vince Sicari is inviting you and your significant other to our annual Council Christmas 

Party. 

 

WHEN: Saturday December 19, 2020. 7pm – 11pm  

 

WHERE: Council Upper Hall (to maintain social distancing) 

 

THEME: Dress to Impress (Mask included) 

 

RSVP: To DGK Vince Sicari (201)655 – 1625 or vincesicari@yahoo.com by Saturday December 

12, 2020 

 

We all could use a little Christmas after the year we have been through. We could use a night 

of food, fun and good cheer while being safe and mindful. I am planning on hosting our 

annual Council Christmas Party with social distancing and COVID safety measures in place. So 

that we can properly prepare, I am strongly encouraging all guests to RSVP to me by 

December 12. Unfortunately, NO ONE who did not RSVP by the 12th will be permitted to 

attend due to limited occupancy and proper COVID measures. Guests will be required to wear 

a mask/face covering only when they are moving about the hall, not while seated. This is all 

tentative at the moment as things are subject to change.   

mailto:vincesicari@yahoo.com
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CHANCELLOR’S 

REPORT

 

 

 

 

 

Worthy Brothers, 

 

 We’re moving along and growing. 

Right now, we are in the process of 

meeting with three potential new 

candidates. These men have shown 

interest in joining our council and are 

eager to get active and we are excited to 

welcome them as full Knights of Columbus.  

 

 On October 18 we tried running the 

council hockey challenge. Unfortunately, 

no kids showed up, so it ended up being 

just a practice run. Since most councils will 

be hosting their hockey challenge in the 

spring of 2021, we are planning on doing 

an official challenge then. The hockey 

challenge is open to both boys and girls 

ages 10 -17. If interested, please contact 

me. 

The new council t-shirts are in. If 

you ordered a shirt and have not received 

yours yet, I have it, please contact me so 

we can work out a way for you to get your 

shirt.  

 

Vivat Jesus! 

Nelson Cupeles 

Chancellor 

 

 

Worthy Brothers, 

 

 Jesus is the reason for the season! 

In keeping with the Knights of Columbus 

effort to keep the focus of Christmas on 

the spiritual meaning and not the 

commercial, “Keep Christ in Christmas” 

yard signs and car magnets will once again 

be on sale. Please see or contact me to get 

your sign and/or car magnet (201)723 – 

1650 bpcronin@hotmail.com. Magnets are 

$5.00 and yard signs are $15.00. 

 

Vivat Jesus! 

PGK Brian P. Cronin – Event Chairman 

 

Daylight savings time ends November 1. 

Remember to set your clocks BACK one 

hour. Also remember to test your fire 

alarms. 

 

mailto:bpcronin@hotmail.com
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COLUMBIAN CLUB 
Brothers All, 

  

 Not much to really report on. Even 

though we have basically wiped this year 

off as far as rentals are concerned, we have 

been hosting a couple parties here and 

there but our main focus is on the new 

year and making sure the council is in 

compliance with all COVID regulations. 

Hopefully within another few months we 

will be back to having at least one party a 

month.  

 

 I would like to ask all my brothers 

to please keep brother Ken Recuk in your 

prayers as he continues to get well from a 

recent medical procedure.  

 

 All members of the council are also 

members of the Columbian Club. As 

members of the Columbian Club you are 

invited to attend our monthly meetings 

held on the second Monday of the month 

in our lower hall lounge following the 

Council Officers Meeting at 8pm. The next 

Columbian Club Meeting will be Monday 

November 9.  

 

Frank Del Re 

Columbian Club Chairman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARISH NEWS 
Dear Brothers, 

 

 As we prepare for the Christmas 

season, especially during a pandemic, we 

are trying to be mindful and cautious of 

how many people will be attending 

Christmas services at our parish on both 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. We have 

decided that we will have to do sign-ups 

for Christmas service.  

 

 TENTATIVELY masses for Christmas 

Eve are scheduled for 3pm, 5pm and 10pm. 

And for Christmas Day the schedule is 

10am and 12pm. As you are aware, we have 

restrictions on the number of parishioners 

we can have in the church for each service. 

Once the max number of attendees is 

reached, that mass will be closed. Our 

ushers will have the names of those who 

have registered for each mass and only 

those who have registered in person or 

online will be permitted in the church. This 

may seem unwelcoming at first; however, 

we must remember that we are called to 

look out for each other more than ever 

during these challenging times.  

 

Another option we are considering 

is live streaming the mass downstairs. A 

strong recommendation would be to 

consider attending the traditionally less 

crowded masses which are 10pm Christmas 

Eve and 10am Christmas Day. 

 

We have resumed Children’s Liturgy 

of the Word during our 10:00am Family 

Mass. Children in grades K – 5 are invited 

to the lower church during mass for their 
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own special reading and discussion of the 

Gospel of the day.  

 

Our first Youth Group Meeting will 

take place on Sunday November 1st at 7pm 

in the youth lounge located in the lower 

church hall. 

 

Family members of those who have 

passed away during the months of 

November 2019 – October 2020 are invited 

to participate in our Annual Remembrance 

Mass on Sunday November 8 at 12pm. 

Family members are encouraged to bring a 

framed (5 x 7, 8 x 10p0 of the loved one 

which we will display on a table near the 

alter for thee month of November.  

 

Peace & Blessings, 

Fr. Rich Kelly 

Chaplain  

NOVEMBER 

BIRTHDAYS 
November 1: Frank Soina and Emmanuelle 

Reyes 

November 4: Warren Fischbach 

November 15: Eric Freeman 

November 16: PGK Jon Kennedy 

November 18: Roody Blain 

November 19: Grand Knight Gerry 

Sorrentino 

November 22: Anthony Picinich  

HAPPY 

BIRTHDAy! 

 

 
November 2 is the Feast of All Souls. We 

remember those we have lost in the past 

year including our Brother Knights who 

have entered eternal rest.  

 

Richard Grabusnik 

Daniel Collins  
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We will once again be conduction our annual Coat and Outerwear Drive for the less 

fortunate. Please check you closets, attic and basements for adult men and women’s COATS 

AND OUTERWEAR, help keep someone in need warm this winter. 

 

We will be collecting these items beginning on Saturday November 7 and conclude on the 

morning of Saturday December 19. The clothing can be dropped off at the back of our 

council parking lot in the containers that will be marked. If you are unable to bring your 

donation to the council, arrangements can be made for your donation to be picked up by 

contacting PGK Bill Courtney (201)843 – 0266. The clothing will be donated to St. Lucy’s 

Shelter in Jersey City.  

 

 

The Toy Drive will be conducted from Saturday November 7 until the morning of Saturday 

December 12. The toys will be donated to the children of battered mothers who have been 

displaced from their homes and are forced to live in the protected environment of the 

organization “Shelter Our Sisters”. 

 

The toys can be dropped off at the back of the council in the marked containers. If you are 

unable to bring your donation to the council, arrangements can be made for your donation 

to be picked up by contacting PGK Bill Courtney (201)84 – 0266.  
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We will once again be running our annual 50/50 raffle to fund the feeding of the less 

fortunate at Christmas. Due to the new “norm” of COVID-19 restrictions, we had to get 

creative in how we would conduct this event this year. The 50/50 will fund the purchase of 

$20.00 gift cards to local food markets where our guests can buy a hot Christmas meal of 

choice. These cards will be given out in the parking lot of the 2nd Reformed Church of 

Hackensack on Saturday December 19. We will set up a “Giving Line” where the gift card, a 

new donated coat, a pair of socks and a hot cup of coffee and a donut will be given to each 

guest online.  

 

To achieve this, WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

 

We are selling 50/50 tickets. The cost is $25.00 per ticket with only 150 tickets available. We 

will have 2 winners – 1st Place Prize $1,250.00 and 2nd Place of $625.00. The winning tickets 

will be pulled on Friday December 11 at 8pm following the “Light Up for Christ”. Please 

contact PGK Bill Courtney to purchase your ticket.  
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November 2020 
 

SUN. MON. TUES. WED. THUR. FRI. SAT. 
1. 

Daylight 

Savings Time 

Ends 

 

All Saints Day 

2. 
All Souls 

Day 

 

General 

Council 

Meeting 

@8pm 

3. 
Election Day 

4. 5. 6. 7. 
First day 

to drop off 

donations 

for Coat 

and Toy 

Drives 

8. 
Exemplification 

Ceremony 

@3pm Sacred 

Heart Church  

9. 
Council 

Officers 

Meeting 

@7pm  

Columbian 

Club 

Meeting 

@8pm  

10. 11. 
Veteran’s 

Day 

12. 13. 14. 

15.  16. 
General 

Council 

Meeting 

@8pm   

17.  18.  19.  20.  21.  

22.  23.  24.  25.  26. 
Thanksgiving 

Day 

27.  28.  

29. 
First Sunday of 

Advent 

30.       
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Get The Picture 
 

 On October 11, PGK Brian Cronin hosted a great Oktoberfest event in our back parking 

lot for Brother Knights and their family. There were brats, hamburgers, popcorn and soft 

pretzels. A great time was had by all.   

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


